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In less that 130 years the city of Johannesburg
has in fact been many different cities, both in
ideology and reality. From its foundation and
rapid growth following the discovery of gold,
each identity was hastily built on top the previ-
ous, leaving little time for sedimentation, such
that the city’s accumulated tensions and para-
doxes remain at the surface. Johannesburgisa
city of contradictions. Throughout its history
it has simultaneously embodied ways of urban
life and trends of development now consid-
ered common to either the global south or
global north, but not typically both. Today, its
unique cosmopolitanism and continued resis-
tance to classification point to the need for an
approach to urban theory which is not reduc-
tive and which, in an ever globalizing world,
draws from the specificity and complexity of
every city to be relevant to varied interpreta-
tions of urbanity.

Like Johannesburg, this research positions
itself between popular urban paradigms of
the competitive Global City and the chaotic
Informal City and draws from Henri Lefebvre
to frame the city as a contested space of medi-
ation between homogenizing global forces of
ideology and economy and individualizing
local forces of everyday life. The research
framework de-centres Apartheid as the pri-
mary analytical lens which has generally led
to study focused on extreme and absurd
conditions foreign to broader urban theory.
The exceptional narratives of Johannesburg’s
compressed history are therefore explored
within its complete trajectory and in relation
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to underlying global trends such that the
complexity of its urbanization may stand as
a critical example of the processes of urban
mediation.

A mediate condition occurs in both the pas-
sive and active sense and frames urban space
as the site, agent and product of mediation.
This process is not simply an amalgamation or
blending of opposites, but one in which oppo-
sites are re-calibrated through interaction,
thereby increasing rather than erasing differ-
ences. According to Kanishka Goonewardena,
that which is immediate is never made medi-
ate, or visible, until brought to light by an
intermediary agent. Pure ideology is therefore
immediate until confronted with everyday
reality. Johannesburg is mediate because its
urbanity, embodied in the multiplicity of its
accumulated contradictions, has consistently
refuted and redefined the ideologies through
which it was, and still is, built.

OPEN CITIES: The New Post-Industrial World Order



Totality & Fragmentary
modern / postmodern

the object of study s framed
as a single entity comprised
of contradictory realites to
understand the binding
networks and identitios

=
oa‘/&c’

1861895  1890-1950  1900-1940 | 18920-1970 18201980

colonial
settlement

mining

industrial
camp town

Population Employment South African Gold Value of Gold Johannesburg Local &Gilobal Events
(1000 pp) (% / Sectar) (% World Total) (US$/0z) {footprint & boundary) (political & ecanomic)
1885
Q Q farms 1886
ity limit——
councils —— 1667 &
Paradox & Antinomy i i 1887 P
dynamic / static =
the theoretical approach explores the munipaiiies
productivity of contradictory goldfields
relationships and their manifestation tootprint I
thoichension s racaton . = moots the Frontior City 1890
a
> 0
MEDIATE URBAN T
everyday / ideology > E 102
=
Act
Territory & Society i
empirical / theoretical 160
the method balances synchronic and
diachronic research to reveal both
contextual specificity and A
globalized generality A
240
266
288
M It i I i c i t I =2
340, Fordism meets the Divided City o
i 560
19602000 1980-2013 3
modernist divided  revolution african  world class
cty city  metropolis  region
630
1955
1070 35 1960

74

.

Post-Fordism meets the Emerging City_ 1970 _

‘l %
o+ - L
a6 NN o
59
1536 55
a4
2|
s
2215 70 SN 25
2521 237
2|
28
a228 70 N 17
12}
2|
26
rogsy

International Project Proceedings

» 1965
.

87



	Mulitipli_Citi: Johannesburg the Urban Mediate



